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The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 
 

Subject Description Form  
 
Please read the notes at the end of the table carefully before completing the form. 
 

Subject Code APSS341 

Subject Title Contemporary Social Issues 

Credit Value 3 

Level 3 

Pre-requisite /     
Co-requisite/ 
Exclusion 

Nil 

Assessment 
Methods 

 

100%    Continuous Assessment Individual Assessment Group Assessment 

1. Participation (10%) and take-
home exercise 

20 % -- 

2.Padlet built up process and 
Round Table Discussion  

-- 30 % 

3.Reflective Report 50 % -- 
 

Objectives 

 

 
The subject aims to enable students to distinguish between personal troubles 
and social issues and to develop a conceptual framework to work out their 
differences as well as their linkages.  It is also to enable students to apprehend 
and criticize different sociological approaches to the study of contemporary 
social issues. 
 

Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

(Note 1) 

Upon completion of the subject, students will be able to: 
a. show their understanding of the differences between personal issues and 

social issues; 
 
b. give their own views on the following daily activities, namely: the 

meaning of living in the current era that may touch on consumption, self-
formation, youth culture and their personal growth process, the meaning of 
pluralism in the current era; and the meaning of right and good; and 

 
c. make use of their own personal experiences to show their competence in 

linking theoretical framework and the understanding of daily life; and to 
acquire practical, presentational and experiential knowledge about 
contemporary societies. 
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Subject Synopsis/ 
Indicative Syllabus 

(Note 2)  

1. Between Personal and Social 

2. A Sociological Understanding of Reflexivity 

3. Late Modernity – A Method of Deconstructing the Contemporary Era? 

4. The Notion of Utopian Realism and its Implication to Daily Life 

5. The Interpretation of Risk Society 

6. The Third Way: form Expectation to Despair? 

7. The Meaning of Participation 

8. The Meaning of Post-materialism as against Nationalist Call 

 

Teaching/Learning 
Methodology  

(Note 3) 

Lectures revolve around the different approaches to the related topics, and 
examples of daily life would be drawn on so as to show the ways of applying 
theoretical frameworks to social analyses 

Assessment 
Methods in 
Alignment with 
Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

(Note 4) 

 
Specific assessment 
methods/tasks  

% 
weighting 

Intended subject learning outcomes to be 
assessed (Please tick as appropriate) 

a b c d e  

1.Participation and take-
home exercise 

20 % √ √ √    

2.PADLET built up 
process and Round 
Table Discussion 

30 % 
√ √ √ 

   

3.Reflective Report 50 % √ √ √    

Total  100 %  

- The grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned; 

- The completion and submission of all component assignments are required for passing 
the subject; and 

- Student must pass all components at 50% or grade D if he/she is to pass the subject. 
Explanation of the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended 
learning outcomes: 

Presentation is to provide the opportunity for students to apply the learning materials 
into daily contemporary issues among themselves; written assignment in terms of 
reflection logs and term essay are to ask them to show their practical, experiential and 
presentational knowledge. 

Class contact:  

 Lecture / e-Lecture 20 Hrs. 
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Student Study 
Effort Required  
 

Other student study effort:  

 Canva Preparation 30 Hrs. 

 PADLET commitment 40 Hrs. 

 Reading and Essay Writing 40 Hrs. 

Total student study effort  130 Hrs. 

Reading List and 
References 

 
Baylis, John et.al. (2019). The Globalization of World Politics: An 
Introduction to International Relations.  8th edition, Oxford: Oxford University 
Press. 
 
Beer, Paul de and Ferry Koster (2009). Sticking Together or Falling Apart? 
Solidarity in an Era of Individualization and Globalization. Amsterdam 
University Press. 
 
CAPLAN, Bryan (2007). The Myth of the Rational Voter: Why Democracies 
choose bad Policies. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
 
Giddens, Anthony (1991). Modernity and Self Identity: Self and Society in 
Late Modern Age. Cambridge: Polity Press. 
 
Giddens, A. (2000) The Third Way and its Critics. Cambridge: Polity Press. 
 
Giddens, A. & Sutton, Philip W (2017). Essential Concepts in Sociology. 
London: Polity Press, 2nd ed., 2017 
 
Marshall, Tim (2015) The Prisoners of Geography. Elliott & Thompson. 
 
Mounk, Yascha (2023). The Identity Trap: A Story of Ideas and Power in our 
time. New York: Penguin Press. 
 
 
Relevant journal articles and latest internet discussions are to be adopted in the 

entire course. 
 
 
Note 1:  Intended Learning Outcomes 
Intended learning outcomes should state what students should be able to do or attain upon completion of the 
subject. Subject outcomes are expected to contribute to the attainment of the overall programme outcomes.    
 
Note 2:  Subject Synopsis/ Indicative Syllabus 
The syllabus should adequately address the intended learning outcomes. At the same time over-crowding of the 
syllabus should be avoided.  
 
Note 3:  Teaching/Learning Methodology 
This section should include a brief description of the teaching and learning methods to be employed to facilitate 
learning, and a justification of how the methods are aligned with the intended learning outcomes of the subject.  
 
Note 4: Assessment Method 
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This section should include the assessment method(s) to be used and its relative weighting, and indicate which of the 
subject intended learning outcomes that each method purports to assess. It should also provide a brief explanation of 
the appropriateness of the assessment methods in assessing the intended learning outcomes.  


